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” JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG. 


AT NEW YORK. 

Tuesday the 24th June.—-The 
Bethel Flag was flying on board the 
Sloop Ann. and Sarah, Capt. How 
ard. -At8 o’clock in the evening 
the devotions commenced by prayer 
and praise to Almighty God. The 
Lord directed a hundred Seamen 
and Landmen on hoard,where there 
was silence and attention. When 
any were engaged in prayer almost 
all placed themselves on their knees. 
Sighs &groans were heard in every 
part of the vessel. The agonizing 
prayers that were made for Seamen, 
convinced that these meetings are 
not fictitious and delusive, and held 
to take advantage of them& rob them 
of their liberty and property, which 
had been suggested to them by 
some of the enemies of Christ from 
the commencement of the society: 
they are now convinced that these 
meetings, and every other exertion 
that is made, is to warn them that 
they have precious and immortal 
soulsto be saved, or lost, which 
they acknowledge with tears. The 
Committee is not confined to one 
or two evidences they have in these 
meetings of the reformation of Sea- 
men; but itis confirmed by many 
Shipmasters who sail out of the 
yort of New York, that there is a 
great alteration among them; they 
are vot so profane, nor so muchin 


clined to intemperance, and many 
other vices. Applications are now 
often made to the Committee by sea 





men, to name pious commanders, 
for it is such men they wish to sail] 
with. Although the number of re | 


claimed seamen is few when com- 
pared to the multitude who sail from 
this port; yet the prospect brightens 
from day to day, in seeing their 
anxie y to get their deluded s!up- 
mates to Churen, and to Bethel 
meetings. 

The Committe are now convinc- 
ed from what they have seen and 
heard from many of these men, that 
if they should be deprived of the 
Mariners’ Church and Bethel Union 
meetings, they would be the most 
distressed people on the face of the 
earth! Not that they are converted, 
but they begin to believe that God 
has purposes of mercy towards 
them, through the means of these 
institutions. The Rev. Mr. Chase 
conducted the meeting, and at the 
close he applicd to the hearts aud 
consciences of all present, every 
thing which had been said in ex- 
hortations and prayers; ‘‘T have no 
doubt (said he) there are many pre- 
sent who would be willivg to speak 
andl topray; but the evenings are 
short; we are under the necessity of 
closing our exercises. He then 
lifted his hands to pronounce a parte 
ing blessing. A seaman arose and 
said, **O do furgive me; I want to 
say a few words: my dear shipmates, 
‘an we go away from this place 
without feeling the importaice of 
what has been said to us about our 
souls? J cannot—we own there is 
a God, and well we may; we can- 
not open our eyes but we must see 
the evident proofs of his presence 
—we behold him around us—and 
we feel him within us: we are too. 
stupid—let us awake and call upon 





























our God at all times, and praise his 
holy name, tor he has often deliver- 
ed us froma watery ggave. ,This 


has been a precious meeting to my: 
soul, and I hope it has been so to; 


yours”? Manytracts were distri- 


buted. 

There is another evidence of the 

resence of Ged in this meeting.— 
On the following morning, one of 
seamen who was there, called on 
one of the distributing commit- 
tee of the Marine Bible Society, for 
a Bible; he was asked what he want- 
ed a Bible for? ‘*I want to read it, 
for I am a dreadful sinner, I have 
always found fault with God, in 
gales and calms, and I have been 
shipwrecked twice, and delivered 
from a watery grave, and yet found 
fault with God— QO, I have done it 
all my life, my sins have risen in re- 
bellion against him in all his judg 
ments; and I never was convinced 
Taman undone sinner until last 
evening at the Bethel meeting; O, 
do give me a Bible. 

Tuesday July 1.—The Bethel 
meeting was held on board the Ship 
Franklin, Capt Monroe, who paid 
great attention to the flag, lantern, 
awning, seats, and lights. At 8 
o’clock seamen and citizens, men 
and women, began to assemble on 
board, and ti.e decks were soon 
filled Praise to Almighty God for 
the innumerable favours and _privi- 
leges we enjoy, was the commence- 
ment of the exercises. These meet- 
ings have for a long time been ob- 
served with silence & attention, yet 
we cannot let them go unnoticed 
this evening. We were deprived 
of the presence of the captain of 
the ship, who was unexpectedly 
called away. And the first mate 
Was (oo unwilling to attend; they 
were both prayed for with earnest 


[ 514 j 


onboard. Many of the Committee, 
of all denominations, were present, 





and some of the Port Society, who 
were engaged in prayer and praise. 
The Committee has great encour- 


portant duties, yet they have many 
enemies to struggle with who re- 
side on shore,and cannot be call- 
ed by any other name than the dis- 
ciples of Satan, who go about seek- 
ing whom they may devour; yet 
we place full confidence in God, 
that he will not suffer those delu- 
sive sentiments to prevail. What 
is meant by delusive sentiments, is, 
that there is no hell, nor eternal mi- 
sery, but they mav be punished a lit- 
(le while after their souls depart from 
their bodes, & then will be received 
up into heaven; which permits them 
to go on in sin, drunkenness, pro- 
fanity, and debauchery. But we 
rejoice that the Bible, Mariner’s 
‘Church, and Bethel Union, have 
hada wonderful effect on many; 
and there are now but few seamen 
who listen to such pernicious prin- 
ciples. The hospital has lately 
proved to be as beneficial to the 
souls of seamen as to their bodies; 
there are Bibles, Tracts, and teach- 
ers, which daily make them believe 
that there is an awful eternity for 
every impenitent sinner, which 
makes some cry out in anguish of 
soul for mercy, and openly protest 
against such sentiments that have 
led them astray from the path wh:ci 
leads to heaven. The hospital may 
be considered as one of the institu- 
tions which God has formed for the 
souls of seamen, for there is not 
lessthan 600 admitted from year 
to year, and many of them go out 
with new hearts, filled with the 
grace of God. 

Two seamen, this evening, were 





fupplication, and those who were 


requested to go the Bethel meeting: 


agement in persevering in these im- 
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a trifling excuse was made, with, 
a smile, which soon indicated they 
could not go to hell, they were safe 
enough; a few important truths 
were then opened to them, which 
made them drop their heads, and 
produced solemn countenances, and 
they said,we would goif we were not 
obliged to go on board the ship at 
9o’clock. We wish they had been 
on board and heard what a seaman 
said to his shipmates. There were 
some so affected when they spoke, 
they could say but a few words.— 
The Rev. Mr. Truair, in bis exhor- 
tation, brought to view our Hea- 
venly Father, which drew much 
attention; you may be deprived of 
your earthly parent, which may 
cause grief and sorrow of heart, 
but you always have a Father in 
heaven, whom youcan go to as a 
child, and obtain every thing you 
stand in need of; and many other| 
useful things connected with the 
religion of Christ. Many Tracts 
and Reports were distributed. 


C. By 


Extract of a letter from Elder Thomas 
Roberts, missionary at the Withing 
ton Station, to Elder Sugg Port, 
near Port Royal, Tennessee, dated, 

Vatiey Towns, June 3, 1823. 
Dear Brother,—Your favour of 

the 9th ult. came to hand by the 
last mail, with the enclosed sum of 
30 dols. for which, as well as for 
former favours, we feel thankful to 
you and the worthy society in your 
neighbourhood. ‘Things go on as 
sisual here, viz: Great opposition 
from white people calling them- 
selves Christians, and some little 
encouragement trom the manifes- 
tation of the grace of God in the 
hopeful convertion of two or 
three of the natives. 





* 


breed, and a member of the Nation- 
al Council. He is totally ignorant 
ofthe English language, and what 
know ledge be has of divine things 
was communicated through the me- 
dium of our interpreter and the por- 
tions of scripture translated into 
the Indian language. He appears 
to be an ‘Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile.’ He feels a great 
concern for his people, and he 
thinks that if they did but know a- 
bout the Saviour that all of them 
would believe. He was asking 
whether the ungodly white people 
ever heard the gospel? And when 
he was answered that they did, he 
was astonished that they could con- 
tinue in sin and unbelief. He is 
going about among his people to 
tell them what a precious Saviour 
he has found—He prays with 
them and for them, and per- 
suades them to look to the lamb 
of God for the pardon of sin, and 
their acceptance with Gid. He 
says that he used to dread the 
thoughts of dying. but now his fears 
are all gone, and he feels very nap- 
py. Tasked, what made him feel 
so happy? He said. ‘I am think. 
ing all the time about Jesus Christ.” 
When he is at home he has: worship 
in his family regularly morning and 
evening—May God make him a 
shining light in this benighted 
land. 

The others are young men at the 
school. Bap. Monitor. 





School Teachers.—T here are three 
things in particular, which a school 
teacher must not be without, good 
sense, activity, and piety. Witi.out 
the first, he will mislead others, 
without the second he will neglect 
them, and without the third, though 
he may civilize, he will never chris- 





One of them is Wasadi, a full 


tianize them.— Ilannah Moore. 































































“onion OF HUMAN AND DIVINE A- 
GENCY. 

God has seen fit to commence, 
and carry on, and he will ultimate- 
ly accomplish, the work of convert- 
ing the world to himself, by the 
united agency of his Spirit & of his 
people. On the union of divine & 
human agency, God has made the 
salvation of the world to depend. 
God hath joined them:let no man put 
them asunder. God hath promised 
to their united energy, the conquest 
of all nations: let no man despair of 
this universal subjugation, except 
asit may be attempted by human 
strength unaided by the divine.—~ 
‘The alliance is sufficiently power- 
ful for the object in view. When 
God is hisally man cannot find the 
enterprise impracticable, and he 
ought not to fear it will prove so.— 
The following thoughts are fitted to 
animate and excite the Christian, 
in his high vocation. ‘The first ex- 
tract isfrom the conclusion of the 
twenty-second Report of theChurch 
Missionary Society: the second ex- 
tract introduces the survey of mis- 
sionary stations in the January 
number of the London Missionary 
Register.— Mis. Herald. 

f HUMAN AGENCY. 


It isa noble employment which 
is assigned to Christians—to be la- 
bourers together with God, incultivating 
God’s husbandry,& in erecting God’s 
building! Iu these mightier acts of 
Jehovah—the establishment of truth 
& righteousness on the earth—his in- 
telligent creatures are appointed by 
him to beara distinguished share. 
His purposes are not, indeed, sus- 
pended on the will of his creatures: 
they are all formed in wisdom, 
and directed to a sure end; but 
that end will be attained, through 
the instrumentality of his willing 


[ 516 J 


There is no 
question putto us, whether the earth 
shall quake, or the tornado desolate 
kingdoms; but it is demanded of us, 


[rebellious creatures. 


whether we will or will not pro- 
mote the glory of God and the sal- 
vation of the world. It is marked 
as an event in the history of Provi- 
dence quite out of the usual course 
of its procedure, that when Elias, 
a man subject to like passions as we 
are, prayed earnestly that it might not 
rain, it rained not on the earth by the 
space of three years and six months; 
while the father of the faithful him- 
self was not heard, in his fervent 
intercession thatthe elements might 
not avenge the outraged Majesty of 
heaven on the wicked cities of the 
plain: but the relentings of the a- 
wakened soul, the sighs of the pen- 
itent, the surrender of the subdued 
will, the love of the grateful heart 
—these are the delight of Jehovah; 
while his resistless hand will make 
the wrath of the wicked to serve him, 
and the remainder of wrath he will re- 
strain. Yea, the malignant spirits 
themselves, shall reluctantly sub- 
serve his glory; while his gracious 
purposes shall be accomplished by 
his weak but willing servants--the 
sincere but frail and imperfect sub- 
jects of his kingdom. These, be 

will arm as with divine power and 

guide with heavenly wisdom. Out 
of weakness, he will make them 

strong. By them, he will turn to 

flight the armies ofthe atiens. In 

their weakness, he will make per- 

fect his own strength; and will 

thus. as out of the mouths of babes 

and sucklings, ordain to himself 

everlasting praise! 

DIVINE AGENCY. 

An increasing consciousness a- 

mong the servants of God, of the 

need of special assistance from on 





servants and the over-ruling of his 


high in all theer labours to promote 
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% 
the kingdon of Christ, is a sign of 
the times which is truly animat- 
ing to the intelligent Christian. 

The Church, under its various 
forms of government and discipline, 
has now, for many years, been lay- 
ing its plans and sending forth its 
labourers into the heathen world.— 
That the great object of these ex 
ertions has been the glory of God 
in the salvation of men, and that 
they have been conducted under a 
sense of human insufliciency, and 
in dependance on the divine bliess- 
sing,there is no just reason to doubt; 
but itis equally plaintothe watch- 
fulobserver, that what might have 
been expected to follow under such 
circumstances from human infirmi- 
ty has actually taken place—these 
high and holy principles have been 
greatly weakened and hindered in 
theiroperation. New undertakings 
raise disproportionate expectations 
inthe mind: and the business and 
circumstances of preparatory mea- 
sures, lead us to attach undue im- 
portance to our own agency in the 
work; while the desire of success 
for the sake of the reputation which 
it attaches to our particular com- 
munity, leavens and alloys the 
sinplicity of our motives. That 
there has been a large portion of 
good inthe purposes and measures 
of Christians, and adegree of suc- 
cess which has indicated the favour 
and blessing of God, we acknow- 
ledge with thankfulness, while it is 
too obvious,that our preparatory la- 
bours have not been conducted un- 
der that deep impression of the ab- 
soliite necessity of divine influence, 
in large and abundant measures, on 
every step of our plans, which 
would have called forth unwearied 
and fervent and humble prayer for 
that influence. Had our love to 


the Saviour and the souls of perish- 


‘ing men been So intense, as to de- 
stroy all the lower feelings which 
associate themselves with our Ia- 
bours, the grief and pity for the 
millions which still perish, year by 
year, would have been more pro- 
minent inthe records of missiona- 
ry proceedings. 

It gives us great pleasure to re- 
mark, that attention 1s beginning to 
be very generally awakened to this 
duty. The subject is attaining 
somewhat of that prominence, in 
the pulpit, in prayer, in addresses 
and resolutions at public meetings, 
in instructions delivered fo mission- 
arics, in reports Oo; societies, and in 
the communications of the labourers 
themeslves, which gives ground to 
hope, that the servants of God be- 
ing stirred up to pray for the bless- 
ing, that blessing will not be de- 
layed. 

Many clergymen and ministers 
of different denominations, through- 
out Great Britain and Ireland, have 
taken it up asa serious part of their 
duty, to instruct and rouse their 
congregations more largely and ha- 
bitually on this subject; and cours- 
es of lectures have been preached, 
in several large towns and cities, 
on the deity, offices, and gracious 
operations of the Holy Ghost, with 
special reference tothe conversion 
of the world. Friendly meetings 
are statedly held, of those persous 
who take the mostactive share in 
the direction of the differentmission- 
ary societies; in which they not only 
profit by the experience of one a- 
nother in their respective bodies, 
but unite in calling down the gui- 
dance and blessing of the Tloly 
Spirit on all the endeavours of 
Christians to make their Saviour 
known to the perishing world. 

This feeling is widely diffusing 
itself among Christians on the con- 
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tinent andin the American States. 
Prayer meetings have been estab 

lished, and the subject is pressed on 
general attention in various religious 
publications. At Paris itself, where, 
so little of this kind has been known | 
for many years, a meeting of pious 
persons is heid on the first Monday 
in the month, with a special view to, 
this object. In the United States, 
meetings for prayer, on that day, 
have been for some time very gene- 
rally adopted among different deno 

minations of Christians, and by their 
missionaries sent forth to the heathen; 
and adegree of heavenly influence 
has attended the means of grace in 
various places throughout the States, 
by which many thousands have been 
converted to God, and maintained in 
a consistent and steady profession of 
the Gospel. 4 





Very beneficial effects among our- 
selves already attend the exertions of 
which we have spoken. Many minis- 
ters have felt a great increase of per- 
sonal comfort in their labours—a 
rrowing seriousness of mind has 
heen manifested in their congrega- 
tions—the ministry has been more 
blessed to the conversion of the care- 
Jess and the wicked—many indtvidu- 
als and families have openly united 
themselves to the Lord at his table— 
established Christians have been 
strengthened and edified--and a warm 
zeal for the extension of Christ’s 
kingdom, and more tender compas- 
sion for heathens and Jews, have been 
manilested. Missionaries have beer 
animated in their labours and trials, 
by hearing of this state of things at 
home; and have gone forth to their 
work with renewed encouragement 
and zeal. Let us then make this a 
personal duty; and let the closet and 
the family witness daily and fervent 
wrestlings with God, in believing 
prayer, for the abundant out-pouring 
of that iniluence of the Holy Ghost, 
by which alone the world can be sub- 
cued to the obedience of the faith. 
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; Christmas. 


‘ 
‘ 


ArRACT ANECDOTES. 
From a Minister in the west of kng- 
land. 

It is the custom in that part of the 
country where Providence has cast 
my lot, to give a trifle to the poor at 
Yor the last twelve years, 
it has been my custom to give to all 
who called,a penny and ua tract. As 
nearly as I can calculate I have distri- 
buted from 4,000 to 5,000. Many in- 
stances of their utility might be nam- 
ed, but I will content myself, for the 
nresent with the following:—Last 
year a decent dressed woman called 
upon me, and said, “fhe Lord bless 
you and the little books, for there 
was no living with my husband till 
lately; he was sitting one night with 
my little girl, who had in her hand 
the tract Cn Drunkenness, and, look- 
ing at him she said, ‘Father, drunk- 
ards will never goto heaven.” The 
father, to hide his feelings,sought re- 
tirement; the Spirit of God sent 
home with power to his heart the re- 
mark of this little child. He has ever 
since lived soberly and righteously. 

A young man, the son of an opu- 
lent tradesman in the neighbourhood 
where I reside, who seldom opened 
his mouth but to show the abomina- 
tion of his heart, had Zhe Swearer’s 
Prayer put into his hand: this was 
blessed to his soul; and he left off 
this revolting custom, and sent for a 
considerable number of the same 
tract, to distribute to his former com- 
panions. Ile lived but a few months 
afterwards, but left a dying testimo- 
ny of a saving change; and with pale 
and quivering lips almost in his 
expiring moments, said, ‘Bless 
God for the Tract Society!—O what 
a mercy!—What a mercy!—-Blessed 
man, who wrote that little tract, 





Though thou mayest have been 
nearer death, in thine own apprehen- 





sions, than thou art now; yet it is cer- 
tain, death was never so near to thee 


as it is now.—Death to a Christian, 
is putting off rags for robes. 
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A 
PITTSBURGH, THURSDAY, SEPT. 4. 
PRAISE TO GOD FOR INDEPENDENCE: 
inthe Reporter of the 25th ult. 
we observe ‘‘a Sermon, preached 
onthe 4th of July, 1823, by the 
Rev. 4 Wylie, Principal of Wash- 
ington College, in the Presbyterian 
Meeting House, and published at 
the request of the Students”—‘‘O 
that men would praise the Lord for 
his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men.” Ps. 
cviil. 8.—This Sermon contains so 
many judicious and appropriate re- 
marks on the subject of praising 
God for the liberty, independence, 
and other national blessings which 
he has bestowed on the people of 
the United States, that it demands 
the attention of every citizen. The 
style is correct and perspicuous, 
the subject interesting and momen 
tous, and the sentiments of the au 
thor such (we are disposed to be- 
lieve) as can scarcely fail to meet 
the approbation of every real patri- 
ot and philanthropist, as well as 
every sincere & enlightened Chris- 
tian. —We shall make a few ex- 
tracts for the entertainment of our 
readers; and we trust they will tend 
to impress the minds of Christians 
with a sense of their obligations to 
celebrate, hereafier, in a religious 
manner the anniversary of Ameri- 


can independence. 


After some preliminary remarks 
and a brief explanation of his text, 
Mr. W. proposed, Ist, To inquire 
what is requisite in order to praise 
God aright for our national inde- 





pendence and the wonderful works) 





“J, What is requisite to the right 
performance of this duty? An.en- 
lightened understanding, a Chris- 
tian spirit, and a godly temper. 

An enlightened understanding, 
that we may know the value of the 
blessing for which we are called 
upon to praise God; a Christian spi- 
rit, that we may offer praise in an 
acceptable manner; and a godly 
temper, that we may regard him 
alone, as the proper author of the 
‘‘roodaess & the wonderful works”? 
which we celebrate, and therefore 
the only proper object of the praise 
that we render. May God grant us 
these dispositions, for Jesus’ sake! 

1. To praise the Lord aright on 
this occasion, an enlightened under- 
standing is requisite. Ps. xlvit, 6. 
‘Sing praises to God, sing praises: 
sing praises to our King,sing praises. 
For God is the king of all the earth; 
sing praises with understanding.” 
“T will sing with the spirit, and | 
wis sing with the understanding 
also,’’ says Paul, 1 Cor. xiv. £5. 


That we may be suitably affected: 


by the goodness of God to us, we 
must possess correct informaiion as 
to the character of God and our re- 
lation to him, as his dependent and 
accountable creatures, and espe- 
cially as to the value of the benefits 
which particularly demand our gra- 
titude. [Here the author expatiates 
on the importance of that great na- 
tional blessing, our independence, 
which we are called upon to com- 
niemorate by offering up praises to 
Almighty God; and concludes his 
remarks on this part of the subject 
by noticing the civil and religious li- 


by which it was established: 2dly,|berty to which independence has 


inquire why this duty is so much 
neglected among us: and, 3dlv; 
shew how desirable it would be for 


‘given rise, the dignity of national 
character which it has conferred, 


its influence on national enterprise, 


us as a people, ifthe fact were o- and on private happiness, by the pri- 
ivilege of choosing our own officers. | 


therwise. 
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9. To praise the Lord in an ac- 
ceptable manner,a christian spirit is 
requisite. Weshould greatly err. 
my hearers, if, in tracing to their 
causesthe revolutions which take 

lace in the political world, we 
fave not a special regard to that do- 
minion over the nations which He 
exercises whom “the armies of 
heaven follow,?’ and who ‘“thath on 
his vesture and on his thigh a name 
writen, King of kings and Lord of 
lords.” Fhe government of the 
nations is one of the perrogatives of 
the Lord Jesus, which he exercis 
es for effecting those gracious pur- 
poses which he has it in view to 
accomplish respecting his church 
as also for performing those works 
of judgment, by which he destroys 
the incorrigible enemies of his 
reign. The nations that refuse to 
dv lim homage he “rules with a 
rod ofiron”’ and ‘‘dashes in pieces 
like a potter’s vessel.2 Hence, 
when it is announced by God to the 
world, that he has set his ‘king 
upon his holy hill of Zion.’’ the an- 
nouncement is immediately follow- 
ed by an admonition to earthly po- 
tentates, **Be wise now,therefore,O 
ye kings; be instructed,ye Judges of 
the earth. Serve the Lord with 
fear, and rejoice with trembiing. 
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and 
ye perish from the way, when his 
wrath is kindled buta little.”? Ps. 
1, 11,42. The loyal subjects of 
the king of Zion were persecuted 
in Great Britain. Pains and pen- 
alties were inficted on them, to es- 
cape from which they sought an 
asylum on this continent, then an 
howling wildernesss, where they 
might enjoy the rights of conscience 
unmolested by royal or papal usur- 
pation. Hicre began that train of 
events, which , under the direction 
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pendence of these states. Let us 
bear this in mind, my hearers; let 
us mingle the exercises of a chris- 
tian spirit with our praises to Al- 
mighty God for national blessings 
and national deliverances, reco}- 
leciing that they should be greatly 
endeared to us, by the consideration 
that they have been brought about 
by the King of Zion in pursuance 
ol his designs of mercy towards 
his church and people. 

Let it be further remarked, here, 
that in praising the Lord for nation- 
al blessings—and the same remark 
will hold good of all blessings what- 
ever—we must always lave, not 
only a due respect to the Lord Je- 
susin his character as King, for 
the reason assigned, but also in his 
character as Priest; since it is 
through his oblation and interces- 
sion alone, that we can approach 
the Divine Majesty, with accep- 
tance, in offering praise. or, indeed, 
in the performance of any other du- 
ty. Such is the nature of that great 
deliverance which was brought by 
Christ, and such the importance of 
lis atonement in the whole of our 
intercourse with God, that uniess 
we are in the first place, grateful 
for these biessings, we can hardly 
be said, in truth, to be grateful for 
any other; and it is certain, that in 
no other way than through these, 
can our gratitude, in any case be ace 
cepted. 

3. <A godly temper is the third 
requisite in our praises to the Lord 
for our national independence.— 
There is no place in our subject for 
the indulgence of that species of 
philosophy which delights to dwell, 
with rapturous enthusiasm,upon the 
military talents of that illustrious 
chieitain who led our armies dur- 
ing the revolutionray struggle, and 





of the Lord Jesus, led to the inde- 





upon other secondary causes em- 
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ployed in effecting our indepen- 
dence; while it pays as little regard 
to the First Cause as though, in 
deed, the idea ofa first cause and 
an over-ruling providence were to 
be exploded, as the figment of a 
heated imagination. Let the heroes 
and sages of seventy six receive 
their merited honour. Let their 
names be revered, and their memo- 
ries handed down to grateful poste- 
ritv. Let them be ranked with the 
benefactors of mankind Among 
thein let George Washington stand 
pre eminent. Builet it still be re- 
membered, that they were but the 
instruments which a good and righ- 
teous God employed, in avenging 
our cause and working deliverance 
for us. Yes: it was He, the Lord 
of hosts, that effected it. It was 
He, who, having it in view to make 
usafree, great and happy nation, 
raised up those illustrious person. 
ages, and endowed them with those 
qualifications that were requisite 
for the several parts which they 
were to perform, in rearing the 
fabric of our independence. He 
gaye sagacity to eur politicians, 
wisdom to our senators, valour and 
military skill to our generals, cour 
age and fidelity to theirarmies; and 
to the people at large, a patient per- 
severance; while He cast confusion 
and darkness upon the councils of 
our adversaries, and by numerous 
and remarkable interpositions of 
his providence, baffled their efforts 
and disappointed theirhopes. The 
disparity of the forces embarked in 
the contest, compared with its pro- 
gress and successful termination, 
is, iiself,a sufhicient proof of this. 
How else should ‘‘one chase a thou- 
sand, and five put ten thousan] to 
flight?’’°—how else should a nation 
of bu three millions of people, 
without funds, without ships, with- 





out resources, of any kind, come 
off superior, in a war of seven years 
continuance, tothe forces of a na- 
tion,whose navy made her mistress 
of the ocean, at whose feet com- 
merce poured treasures drawn from 
every clime and region ofthe globe, 
and who, by her power and policy, 
had the mercenary soldiers of Eu- 
rope and the savages of our own 
borders at her command? The giant 
of Gath, equipped in all the habili- 
iments of battle, is prostrated before 
astripiing, with no other weapon 
but a sling and a stone. So, in the 
case before us, there was the same 
disparity of force, the same boast- 
ful confidence on the side of the 
stronger party, and the same hum- 
ble reliance onthe God of battles; 
on that of the weaker; and a similar 
issue to the contest. And. can we, 
amidst the celebrations of this day, 
refuse to Almighty God, who alone 
determined the issue of the contest 
in our favour, that tribute of praise, 
which is so justly his? or, can we 
be so unreasonable, not to say impi- 
ous, as to permit instruments and 
secondary causes to rob him of the 
honour due to his name, for the 
“goodness & the wonderful works" 
which we are called, on this occa- 
sion, to commemorate? God forbid, 
His alone was the power: His alone 
be the praise. 

The duiy which has just been 
explained is lamentably neglected 
by usasa people. It is notorious, 
that in the manner of celebratin 
ourindependence generally thro’- 
out the United States, there is no- 
thing of the nature of praise to God. 
To what can this be owing? Is it 
because the value of this blessing 
is not properly understood? or be- 
cause it is considered as standing in 
no connexion withthe Head of the 
church and lus rule over the nations? 









































‘ or because men have forgotten to as- 
cribe it to its proper cause, the “‘good- 
ness and the wonderful works” of 
Almighty God. To these causes, 
doubtless, must it be ascribed. Nay, 
we frequently hear it declared, that 
religion and politics have no connex- 
ion. We cannot undertake to say 
precisely what are the views of those 
who speak thus. Perhaps they may 
mean only, that there should be no 
particular forms of religion prescrib- 
ed by law: and if so, it is well. But 
if it be meant, that the laws of Chris- 
tian morality are not binding upon 
nations, or that any system of state- 
policy can be sound which is found- 
ed in maxims at variance with these 
laws, or that, when men “fearing God 
and hating covetousness” are to be 
found, qualified in other respects for 
office, others, not of this character, 
may be innocently elected, or that 
men in office are not bound to exert 
their influence in promoting the 1n- 
terests of religion throughout the 

- Jand; then, | say, is the opinion both 
dangerousandimpious. Itisimpious, 
as implying a denial both of the au- 

thority and government of God over 

the nations: and it 1s dangerous, as 
it teaches the rulers of this world to 
set at naught the restraints and obli- 
gations of religion, leaving nothing to 
guide them but the fluctuating and 
uncertain principles of expediency. 

To the prevalence, however, of opi- 

nions of this kind, or which, indeed, 

is but saying the same thing in differ- 
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establishment. ‘And the harp and 
the viol, the tabret and pipe, and wine 
are in their feasts; but they regard 
not the work of the Lord, neither 
consider the operation of his hands.” 
Isaiah v. 12. 

IfI. Now, my hearers, how desira- 
able, that the case were otherwise! 
“Oh, that” our fellow-citizens “would 
praise the Lord for his good- 
ness and for his wonderful works 
to the children of men. Oh, that 
there were in them such an heart that 
they would fear the Lord and keep 
his commandments always, that it 
might be well with them and with 
their children forever.” What a spec- 
tacle of moral grandeur would this 
nation exhib:t, if it were character- 
ized by those properties requisite to 
a devout and grateful acknowledg- 
ment of the goodness of God! Upon 
such a spectacle the inhabitants of 
heaven might look down with com- 
placency; and among the inhabitants 
of earth, every lover of moral excel- 
lence would turn his eye towards it 
with admiration and delight, as pre- 
senling a scene of glory amid the 
darkness of this world like the vision 
of “the holy city, the new Jerusalem,” 
which the beloved disciple saw, 


“coming down from God out of hea- 
ven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband.” 


i 
Baptist Home Missionary Society, 


London.—This Society was institut- 
edin 1797. It now employs 17 mis- 















ent words, to the want of Christian 
principle among us, especially on sub- 
jects of national concernment, it will 
be owing, that when the accounts of 


the proceedings of this day, from one 
extremity of the country to the other, 
Shall meet our eyes in the public 
prints, it will be seen, that there 
were, indeed, many and great demon- 
strations of joy for the fact of our in- 
dependence while there were few or 
none, of admiration and gratitude to 
Almighty God for “his goodness and 
wonderful works” manifested in its 


sionaries, besides affording aid to up- 
wards of 80 stated and occasional 
preachers of the Gospel, whose labors 
are carried on at about 350 stations. 
Ithasestablished 108 Sabbath schools, 
where many thousands of poor chil- 
dren have been gratuitously instruct- 
ed—some of whom are now mission- 
aries in foreign lands. It has 16 
Auxiliary Societies, and has resolv- 
ed to publish a quarterly Register, to 
give more ample and frequent intel- 





ligence respecting its operations. 
Bas. Recorder 
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INTERESTING DISCOURSE. _ 
Extracts from Dr. Miller's Sermon, entitled 

“Lilerary Fountains Healed,” §c. (Conti- 

nued from page 504.) ; 

You wiil aiso readily perceive, my young 
friends, from what has been said, the reason 
why those who love the welfare of society 
are always desirous of seeing our Colleges 
purged of every unwholesome member. Ma- 
ny of you, perhaps, are sometimes ready to 
take narrow views of this subject. You are 
often ready, it may be, to wonder, why there 
should be so much anxiety manifested to 
exclude from a Seminary like this, even a 
smali number of students, who are known 
to be vile and profligate in their habits. It 
seems avery inconsiderable thing, at first 
view, that there should be only five or six 
young men of this character, found amidst 
an overwhelming majority of seven or eight 
score, who are entirely, or at least generally, 
regular in their deportment. You imagine 
that no evil can possibly result from allow- 
ing afew corrupt members to remain ina 
community, the great mass of which is com- 
paratively pure. But we, my young friends, 
who have somewhat more experience than 
you can have, see this fact in a very differ- 
ent light. We behold it with heartfelt grief, 
as an evil of appalling magnitude. We not 
only see the besotted infatuated beings be- 
Jonging to such a group, desiroying them- 
selves, and bringing down the gray hairs of 
their parents with sorrow to the grave; but 
we see much more:—we see them to be so 
much porson-—concentrated, virulent poi- 
son, in a PUBLIC FOUNTAIN, to which many 
others are daily coming to drink; and at 
which all who come will be in imminent dan- 
ger of finding death, rather than aliment and 
life. You forget that half a dozen corrupt, 
licentious youth, who are so disposed, may 
make this house a “little hell,” as disgusting 
as itis dangerous to all others who shall en- 
ter it* It would be really less distressing 
to know that the same number of robbers or 
banditti were lying in wait around our vil- 
laze:—-for they could only kill the bodies, or 
take away the property of the inhabitants. 
But in the polluted atmosphere, by the dia- 





* Distant readers, may, perhaps, draw the 
conclusion, from this paragraph, and several 
others, in the course of the sermon, that tne 
author considers the College of New-Jersey as 


' peculiarly corrupt. This is by no means his 


impression. On the contrary, he verily be- 
lieves it will bear, as to moral order, a very 
honourable comparison with the very best of 


| 


bolical touch of such protligates as I have 


supposed, the iMMortTAL spinits of precious 


}youth pig, and pig ror Ever! Would not the 


guardians of such an Institution, then;—! 
appeal to your calm and deliberate judg- 


‘ment;—would they not be highly criminal; 





nay, would they not be accessary to the 
most deplorable of all murper, if they know- 
ingly and willingly allowed even one such 
corrupt member to remain, at the risk of 
contaminating the whole body placed under 
their control? When such a polluting indi- 
vidual is excluded from the College, those 
who see only a part of the evil done or 
threatened, and who feel no immediate re- 
sponsibility, sometimes imagine that the 
case is a hard one, and suffer the risings of 
compassion to blind their judgment. But if 
they only saw the measure in al} its rela- 
tions, they would see it to be as really wise, 
and even kind, as the amputation of a morti- 
fied limb, to save the life of a patient; they 
would rejoice in the enlightened, parental 
benevolence which dictated the painful dis- 
cipline. 

I wish it were in my power, my young 
friends, to impart to you such views of this 
subject, as I am sure an enlightened know- 
ledge of facts could not fail to give.--Take 
up a CotLteGce CataLogue. Oit is a most in- 
structive bouk! It affords a lively comment 
on all thati have told you.—Take it up, and 
look, first, at the melancholy Marx oF pratH 
which stands opposite the names of many 
who have occupied these seats within the 
last twenty, or even ten years. Ah! how 
many of the number does this mark tell us 
are gone! And some of them—if I have not 
been misinformed—some whom I, and o- 
thers have often solemnly warned,—-died 
miserably; lamenting their folly; without 
hope; and, apparently, with all the remorse 
and horror of anticipated damnation!~— 
Young man! are you willing so to die? 1 
know you are not.—Then fly from that 
course which terminated thus!—-Look again! 
Compare the names in the Catalogue with 
the character of those of the Sons of Nassau- 
Hall, who have occupied, or now occupy, 
the highest standing in society; and say whe 
ther they are not, generally, those who, 
while here, were sober, orderly, studious, 
and great respecters of relirion,if not pious? 
I say, inquire whether they were not cenr- 
RALLY sucH While here. Is the fact as J 
have stated? And does it not speak volumes? 
Will you not listen to it, beloved youth’ 
while you may profit by its monitions: before 
“the things which belong to your peace, are 


those Colleges in the United States with which’! forever hidden from your cyes?” 


he is acquainted. But he is not satisfied with 
this. He wishes for far more. He wishes 


to see it as pre-eminent in this respect, as its 
venerable Guardians desire and pray that it 
“may become. 





( To be continued.) 





The Bible.---Other books may render mea 
Jearned unto ostentation; but the Bible only 
can make them really wise unto salvation. 
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SOCIAL DUTIES OF THE CHRISTIAN 
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PASTOR. 
[Froma charge by an Irish Prelate. ] 
The true relation of the clergy 
to the people (it cannot be too of- 
ten repeated) is a pastoral relation. 
It is not by the parish minister se- 
curing the ostensible discharge of 
the Sunday’s duty, that he proper- 
ly exercises his functions: nor even 
by his providing fora punctual at- 
tention to those occasional duties 
which he is invited to discharge.- — 
No: the clergyman ‘should be the 
true parish priest; in continual con- 
tact with his flock; one, whose 
voice they know; not only in con- 
stant residence amongst them, but 
in continual intercourse with them; 
their advirer; their friend; the mo- 
derator of their disputes; the com- 
poser of their differences; the care- 
ful instructor of their children; not 
content merely to afford spiritual | 
aid where it may be demanded, 
but vigilant to ciscover where it 
may be applied, and prompt to be- 
stow it where it will be received: 
stimulating all, and particularly the 
young, tocome to that fountain of 
living waters, which itis his office 
to dispense—and proving to his 
people by every possible exertion, 
that the first object he has at heart 
is their everlasting welfare. All 
this, it is manifest, he can effect 
only by living continually amongst 
his flock, and by the continual per- 
sonal discharge of the several offi- 
cesofthe priesthood. | 





“ TRANSLATIONS. 

The whole number of languages 
and dialects, in which the translation, 
printing, and distribution of the 
Scriptures have been promoted by 
the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty,amounts to 139. In forty-three of 
this number, the Scriptures, or parts 


24 | 


!'These, however, have all been com- 
pletely reprinted under the patronage 
of the Society. Into eight of these 
| languages or dialects, the Scriptures, 
or parts of them, had been before 
translated, but not printed. They 
have since been re-translated, most 
of them almost entirely new. The 
number, in which no part of the 
Scriptures had been printed before 
the institution of the Society, is eizh- 
ty-eight. A London paper remarks, 
that the Baptist missionaries have, 
in the course of thirty years, accom- 
plished the Herculean task of trans- 
lating the Sacred Scriptures into 
more than forty of the Eastern dia- 
lects; and that translations of them 
are in progress into the vernacular 
languages of the Islands of Ceylon 
and Java. Italso appears, that there 
are in India aud Ceylon, 140 native 
schools, under the direction of the 
Society, in which 11,000 native chil- 
dren are not merely taught to read 
and write, but they acquire also, by 
writing from dictation, the elements 
of useful knowledge in arithmetic, 
grammar, astronomy, geography, na- 
tural philosophy, history, chronvlo- 
gy, &c. at an annual expense of about 
seven shillings and sixpence for each 
child.—Columbian Star. & 

















PITTSBURGH, THURSpAyY. SEPT. 4. 
SUMMAKY. 
Afflictive Occurrences.—On_ the 


21st ult. in a thunder storm, the 
house of Dr S. P. Winslow, near 
Smith’s Mills, Dartmouth, Mass. 
was struck with lightning, which 
shattered the house very considera- 
bly, knocked down the doctor, kill- 
ed his wife, and badly wounded bis 
sister. The electric fluid entered 
by the chimney, and spread in eve- 
ry part of the house. Most of the 
windows were shattered Dr. W. 
was knocked from his chair, thrown 
on the floor, and remained sense- 
less for near a minute. All attempts 





of them, had been printed before. — 


to revive Mrs. Winslow proved fruit- 
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jess.—At the same moment of this 
disaster, the house of Mr. Isaac and 
Otis Little, situated about 2 miles 
S. W. of Dr. Winslow’s, was also 
struck, and considerably injured, 
particularly the roof; and one ol 
the ratters was entirely taken out & 
shivered to pieces. ‘There were 10 
or 12 persons in the house, all of 
whom were struck down, excepting 
asmall child; but none of them 
was killed. The furniture of the 
house was much broken, and scat- 
tered in all directions.——Not lung 
since, there was a storm, accompa- 
nied with hail and lightning, near 
the mouth of Monococy, in which 
much damage was sustained from 
the hail, and a Mr. Jenkins was 
killed. 

Intemperance.—A Grand Jury in 
Tennessee has denounced the prac. 
tice of treating at elections.—The 
Levy Court in Washington, D. C. 
assigns intemperance as a cause of 
pauperism.——A law passed the last 
session of the Con. Legislature, that 
Idle and drunken persons be pub- 
licly posted; that all who sell spirits 
to such persons be fined $7 for each 
offence, and forfeit their license. 
The trial may be before any justice 
of the peace, from whose decision 
there is no appeal.-—-In George- 
town, D. C. containing a _ popula- 
tion of 7000, it is said, there are 
49 licensed taverns, and only six or 
seven of these have the requisite ac- 
commodations for travellers. For: 
ty-two are mere grog shops. There 
are besides, 46 licensed houses for 
selling spiritous liquors by the pint, 
For these licenses, the city author- 
ily receives $3310.—The efficient 
and excellent Board of Aldermen 
in Boston have taken away all the 
licenses of retailers in that part of 
the town called the Hill, excepting 
one;. aad have required that the on- 


ily retailer remaining should be a 
man of good moral character.——It 
is stated on good authority, that 
more than half the inmates of the 
State Prison of Connecticut were 
under the influence of iutoxication 
at the time when they committed 
their crimes, and doubtless nearly 
all of them were led to the commis- 
sion of their crimes from the same 
primary cause. 

Meteoric Stone.-—It is tated in the 
Wiscasset Intelligencer, that a me- 
teoric stone fell at Nobbleboro on 
the 7th ult. A Mr. Asa Dinsmore 
being at work in his field, had his 
attention arrested by an unusual 
noise in the air above his head, like 
the firing of many guns in succes- 
sion, and as loud as the report of a 
musket at the distance of 20 rods. 
This noise continued 4 or 5 minutes. 
the succession of the reports grow- 
ing more rapid till the whole sound- 
ed like the roll ofa drum. About 
6 minutes after the sound had ceas- 
ed, he heard something like the 
noise produced by the wind among 
trees, and looking upto discover the 
cause, saw What he thoughta cloud 
in quick motion, and at that instant 
heard something strike the ground 
near him. He proceeded to the spot: 
a stone had entered the earth to the 
depth of six inches, where striking 
another stone, it broke in pieces. — 
He thinks it would have weighed 
as much as four pounds. ‘The stone 
is an ashy gray colour, covered with 
a coat of black resembling oxyde of 
iron. [ts granular texture resem- 
bles coarse stone. 

The Earthquake of Wednesday 
morning (July 23) was felt in this 
town (says the Portmouth Journal) 
with unusual violence, and its ex- 
tent must have been great. It was 





felt in Bath, Portland, Kennebunk, 
Exeter, Newburyport, Salem, Bos- 
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ton, Reading, Gloucester, Lexing 
ton, Kingston, Ms. &Xc. It is saic 
some stone walls were thrown dow! 
in the neighbourhood of this town. 
Piscataqua Bridge was violently sha 
ken. It appeared in some house- 
like a report of a distant heavy can 
non. 

Improvement in Cincinnati.—It is 
with great satisfaction (says the Ad. 
vertiser) that we have contemplated 
the improvements that are going ov 
in our city. Asa proof that we have 
funds to build houses, and that hous- 
es are in demand, we give the fol: 
lowing list of houses built and build 
ing during the present summer:— 
Four story brick houses 4; three sto- 
ry, 17; two story, 56; two story 
irame houses 15; one story do. 16; 
not known 2—total 190.—Among 
o'her improvements are, the hospi- 
tal, rope walk, 4 new steamboats 
built, and 3 now building. 

Rose Leaves.—A correspondent of 
the Pittsfield Sun recommends the 
preserving of rose leaves, as they 
are a valuable medicine in dysenta- 
ry. They should be gathered eve- 
ry morning, and dried in the shade, 
on cloths, or in tin pans. 

The Strawberry—lt is said to bea 
fact, but not generally known, that 
the common strawberry is a natural 
dentrifice; and that its juice, with- 
oul any previous preparation, dis- 
sclves the tartarous incrustation on 
the teeth, and makes the breath 
sweet and agreeable. 

Florence, Ala. agreeably to a cen- 
sus recently taken, contains a popu- 
lation of 882 souls, of whom 622 
are whites, 235 blacks, and 22 free 
coloured. It exhibits an increase 


of 248 since last year, and shows 
that the town is flourishing. 

Jlark’s Chart of the World; exhi 
biting the prevailing religions, the 





forms of government, the state of ci-! 
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vilization, and the population — of 
-ach country, together with the vari- 
ous missionary stations, is a well ex- 
“cuted map on Mercator’s projec- 
tion, in which the degree of civili- 
zation is shown by very careful co- | 
louring, and the governments, reli- 
gions, and missionary stations by 
emblems. The foot of the sheet con- 
tains an explanation of the various 
emblems and colours used, together 
with a table of the Christian popu- 
lation of the globe; another table of 
the inhabitants of Europe; and a 
third of missionary stations. 

Niagara Falls—A report has 
lately been made by an engineer in 
Upper Canada, employed to level 
the ground between the Chippewa 
river, which falls into the Niagara 
above the falls, and Lake Ontario. 
According to this report, the whole 
fall between the Chippewa and 
Lake Ontario is 307 feet. The dis- 
tance of the route surveyed is twen- 
ty-seven miles. A company has 
been formed for establishing a na- 
vigable water communication from 
Lake Erie to the Ontario, following 
the Chippewa, Twelve Mile Creek, 
and Grand River. It is computed 
that the expense will be less than 
$100,000, which is to be raised by 
subscription in shares of $25 each. 

Canal Navigation.—-The tread- 
wheel has been applied by M. Van 
Heythuysan to the propelling of 
barges on canals. The object is to 
obviate the use ofhorses. The ap- 
paratus is made light and separable 
from the barge, and it is found that 
two men can propel a barge by it, 
at the rate of five miles an hour.— 
The saving of expense of horses and 
track roads promises to make this 
application of human power very 
valuable. 

Enplomatic Expenditures. ——The to- 
tal amount of salaries, outfits, re- 
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turns, & contingencies, paid by the’ ment that they will not employ any 


United States to our foreign minis- journeyman that will not abstain - 


ters since 1802, is $1,816.777. An from the use of ardent spirits in 
outfit is $9000 per annum; a return their shops, and have prohibited the 
grant is $2253; and a salary $9000 use of it by their apprentices. 

per annnm. A charge d’ affaires re-| | Spuin.—On the 10th of July, the 
ceives but half pay. The salary of Constitutional Spaniards were con- 
a consul depends upon the station fident of success. Cadiz was sup- 
whica he occupies. plied with provisions by small ves- 


The Annual Commencement of Ver- 
mont University was celebrated on! 
the 13th ult. when the degree of 
Batchelor of arts was conferred on 
seven young gentlemen, the degree 
of Master of Arts on three, and the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws 
on Hon. C. P. Van Ness, Chief Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of Ver- 
mont. 

Hydraulic Lime.—A \imestone has 
recently been discovered upon the 
line of the Union Canal, and also in 
the vicinity of Maiden Creek, near} 
Reading, Pa. which has been ana. 
lyzed in Philadelphia by one of the 
best chemists, and is found to agree, 
exactly with that used for making; 
the New York water cement. It will 
probably bec»me immediately an 
article of great use and importance 
in the construction of locks, bridges 
and all other works composed of 
masonry liable to be acted upon by 
water. 

African Repository.-A monthly pe- 
riodical work under this ttle is pro- 
posed to be published at George- 
town, D. C. under the direction of 
the Board of the American Coloni- 
zation Society, and devoted to the 
interests of that Institution. Each 
number will centain 52 pages Sino. 

Amherst College—The Rev. He- 
man Humpbrey, of Pittsfield, Mass. 
is elected President of this Institu- 
tion, in the place of Rev. Dr. Moore 
deceased. 

The Master Tailors in Hartford, 


Con. have entered into an agrce- 


’ 











sels, 55 of which arrived in 2 days. 
Governors.—Dr. Henry Cham- 
bers is elected Governor of Alaba- 
ma, and Walter Leake is re-elected 
Governor of Mississippi. 
Disaster.— One of the boats, with 
troops, cannon, &c. sent from Fort 
Atkinson, to aid Gen. Ashley, was 
lost on the 3d ult. Seven men were 
drowned, and 2 eight pounders lost. 





DIED, on the 28th ult. in the 
74th year of her age, Mrs. MARY 
CECIL, a venerable and much re- 
spected lady of thls city. 

, on the Ist instant, JANE 
DUNCAN, infant of Mr. John S. 
Riddle, merchant of this city. 


APPROACHING ELECTION. 

The following gentlemen are con- 
sidered as candidates for the offices 
to which their names are respec- 
tively annexed. 7 

Governor—Andrew Gregg and 
John Andrew Shulze. 

Senator—Saml. Power, and John 
Gilmore of Butler. 

Assembly—John Scull, James §. 
Stephenson, James Patterson, Har- 
mar Denny, John Brown, Moses 
Sullivan, and John Finlay. 

Commissioner—For 3 years; Da- 
vid Coon, Thomas Baird, James 
Sample, Andrew M‘Farland, Tho- 
mas Johnston, Samuel Bell:—-For J 
year; William Arthurs, John Wil- 
son, Hervey H. Peterson, and Wm. 
Gillespie. 

Auditor—J. Stoner & J. Pietcher. 
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LIGHTNING RODS. 


The first object-of the rod (says 


Dr. Franklin) isto prevent a dis- 
charge of electricity from the cloud 
—to effect this object, the rod 
should be well elevated, and termi- 
nate in a slim sharp point. Dr. 
Franklin’s experiments as_ well as 
others, prove that the power of the 
pointed rod extends quite to the 
clouds, and takes from them a vast 
quantity of the fluid before they ar- 
rive within the striking distance. — 
From the rod which he erected on 
his own house, he led a small wire 
into one of the rooms in the house; 
on the end ofthe wire was fixed a 
small bell, and at six or eight in- 
ches distance from the bell was 
placed another; from this bell a 
wire was led into the cellar and fix- 
ed to the pump rod; between the 
two bells, a brass ball was suspend- 
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The second object of the rod js 
to receive and conduct the electrj- 
‘cal fluid into the earth, when the 
‘point is insufficient to prevent a dis- 
charge from the cloud; to effect 
this object, the conducting power 
of therod should be made as great as 
possible, by having the rod commu- 
nicate with some conducting sub- 
stance, such as water, or very moist 
earth. Franklin says, the rod 
should be settled, at least, six, feet 
below the surface of the ground.— 
Some have recommended putting a 
large quantity of charcoal. at the 
bottom of the rod, and to have it ex- 
tend some distance from it; this 
may havea good effect, for char- 
coal is a perfect conductor of elec- 
tricity. The conductor ought to be 
three fourths of an inch in diame- 
ter;rods of iron but httle smaller 
than thishave been known to be 





ed by asilk thread; when a thunder/ completely dissipated at one stroke 


cloud appeared over the house, the 
bells would be electrified, and the 
brass ball would be attracted and 
repelled alternately,and playquick- 
ly between the bells, and keep up 
a continual ringing till the cloud 
had passed over the house. At 


of lightning—The rod ought to pass 
inthe most direct course possible, 
for the conducting power of a rod 
or wire is always weakened by in- 
creasing its length, and the fluid 
will follow a short conductor in 
preference to a long one, in all 





one time he was awakened by an! cases. 


It ought to be supported by 


‘ ° ° \ ‘ 
unusual noise,he immediately sprang! wood, and not suffered to come in 


out of bed to ascertain the cause;, 


and on opening the door he per- 
ceived the quantity of fluid that was 
passing down was unusually great; 
the brass ball was removed at a dis- 
tance from the bells, and an uninter- 
rupted column of fluid was passing 
from one bell to another. This 
circumstance is sufficient to prove 
that the pointed rod will prevent, 
or at least, lessen the discharge 
from the clouds; a dull or blunt 
point will have little or no ef- 
ject; therefore, pains ought to be 
taken to have it in ifs proper 





shape. 





contract with an any metallic sub- 

stance such as staples, or nails 

or iron, brass, or any other meta!. 
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